PPR
PRYAMID PROFESSIONAL RESOURCES

PPR serves the Needs of the Homeless community of Lexington and Fayette Urban
County by providing Encouragement, Mentoring and Support to Empower individuals
and to reconnect them to the World of Work and Society.
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Often people wonder just how effective a small organization such as Pyramid can make any significant
difference in the lives of so many people facing instability due to homelessness or being in danger of
homelessness due to circumstances often times beyond their control. Every little bit helps. No man is an
island or lives in a vacuum; everything we do, every day, impacts on someone else. It is our choice in
how positive our interactions are. Do we walk on by or do we get involved?

A perfect example of getting involved comes from one of our participants. Herman French was walking
on his way somewhere when he found a very expensive executive cell phone. He called the man,
arranged to meet him and gave back the phone to a very thankful man who left a handsome reward of
gratitude. Herman also found a set of keys that had a Kroger Plus Card on it. Attempts were made to
find the owner and the keys were given to a Kroger store that advertises they return keys to the owners
having a “plus cards” on the key chain.

Herman comes from Nashville TN. He goes back ever so often to see his loved ones. He loves
Lexington and holds 2 part time jobs so that he can go to KTCS. This fall he hopes to complete a
phlebotomy program, his new choice of career. He has great determination and will fulfill his dream with
his efforts and our prayers.

The graph below demonstrates how effective the agency has been in meeting the needs of those who have
sought help and support. In December of 2005, 13 applications were accepted. Although the number
fluctuates, currently there are almost 35 applications in process. Please see chart below for information
on the first two quarters of this year.
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General information on Homelessness:

Have you ever heard the saying “everyone is one paycheck from a disaster”? In today’s world this is
even truer. With rising cost of housing, food, medical care and the employment rates, more and more
persons are finding it difficult to make ends meet.




It is easy to think of homelessness as the result of chemical abuse or alcohol. Although this may be the
cause in some cases, there is a multiplicity of problems which result in homelessness. For low income
families, there is inadequate housing within their financial means. Others are unable to access adequate
transportation to and from jobs because their skills limit them to second and third shift minimal wage
employment. People often say that individuals who have been incarcerated in state facilities are educated
better than those who have not; rarely is this true and it is difficult to explain away such an absence from
the work force in order to obtain employment. Some are victims of domestic violence trying to stay safe
and make it one more day. Others have been compromised from birth with little programming or support
to teach them daily life skills or training to allow them to be functional in today’s complex world. As
much as we hate to admit it, many are our veterans who have returned from combat and have been unable
to adapt to civilian life after suffering from post traumatic stress disorder.

There is great truth in the saying “But for the grace of god, go I”.

Success Story of the Center

An overjoyed Isaac M.M received his American citizenship on Friday,
August 22. Volunteer Carroll Tarvin was on hand to witness the occasion
and to take pictures of the event.
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Isaac was born in Nairobi, Kenya to a family of 3 brothers and 2 sisters. A
brother and a sister live in the US. Isaac came to the US 4 years ago to avoid
the atrocities of his fatherland.

He has come to PPR to receive assistance with a job. He speaks 4 languages. He has a college degree in
Economics. Due to his health problems and lack of citizenship, Isaac has had a difficult time in obtaining
a job in his field of economics. His citizenship has removed one serious barrier. We will continue to
assist him in his need for employment.






